
 

 

 

 
YWCA Metropolitan Chicago 

Administrative Office 

1 N LaSalle St, Ste 1150 

Chicago, IL 60602 

T: 312-372-6600 

F: 312-346-2231 

www.ywcachicago.org 

www.yshop.org 

 

 

 

www.yshop.org YWCA Metropolitan Chicago ywcachicago ywcachicago 

 Interactive 2022 KIDS COUNT Data Walk  

• Welcome everyone to the YWCA Kids Count Data Walk. 

We're really excited that you're tuning in, and we hope that 

this data walk will be both an informative and interactive 

resource for your work. We also are really excited to 

introduce the current policy research and evaluation team at 

the YWCA. 

• So I'm Cassie Davis. I'm the manager of data and research, 

and I use she/her pronouns. So my role really includes 

managing a lot of the day to day of the Kids Count project, 

and then also other research evaluation efforts. And with 

that, I'd like to introduce my colleague, Katelyn Jones. 

• Thanks so much, Cassie. I am Katelyn Jones and I'm vice 

president of Policy Research and Evaluation here at YWCA 

Metropolitan Chicago. I use she/her pronouns and one of 

the key efforts I have the honor of managing is our Kids 

Count work. And I'm really excited for you all to be here 

today to learn more about our Kids Count work through 

this data walk. 

• Thanks, Katelyn. 

1. About KIDS COUNT & YWCA    

• So I'll let you start us off with the data walk as soon as I 

share my screen. Okay, take it away. 

• Thanks Cassie. And before we actually jump into the data 

walk, I want to share some background information about 

Kids Count and YWCA Metropolitan Chicago.  
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• Kids Count is actually a project funded very generously by 

the Annie E Casey Foundation in every state across the US. 

And in Illinois, YWCA Metropolitan Chicago is proud to 

be the Kids Count grantee. 

• At YWCA, we approach all of our research, analytics, and 

evaluation work with special attention to power dynamics, 

intersecting axes of identity, and systems of oppression. 

And this is especially true in our Kids Count work, which 

centers racial ethnic identity throughout the data center and 

in our analyses. Focusing on racial equity is a critical 

component of the Annie E Casey Foundation's work and 

mission, as well as YWCA's mission. And to focus on 

racial equity means a few things for us when we're doing 

this work. So first, we are especially concerned with 

disaggregating data by people's racial ethnic identities to 

illuminate disparities and the systems of oppression that 

create and perpetuate these disparities. Second, we are 

concerned with bringing forward the complexities of lived 

experiences that quantitative data alone cannot capture. 

And third and relatedly, we are committed to challenging 

conventional research methods that are focused on colonial 

and oppressive norms of understanding and often 

controlling people and communities. We do all this by 

thoughtfully incorporating people's lived experiences 

through stories, narratives, and other qualitative data. 

Weaving together quantitative and qualitative data, we are 

better able to evaluate systemic problems and uphold 
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methodological approaches that align with our mission to 

eliminate racism, empower women, and promote peace, 

dignity, and justice for all. 

• We provide timely and credible data through the data 

center, and provide policy analysis based on evidence, and 

we shine a spotlight on pressing issues to improve 

programs and policies for Illinois children and families. 

• So now I'm going to hand it back over to you, Cassie. 

2. About Data Walk    

• Thank you for sharing that. Great overview, Katelyn. So I 

just want to take a moment to share more about what a data 

walk is and how this interactive data walk is set up. 

• So first, the data walk really allows for facilitated dialogue 

for collective reflection around data. And through the data 

walks we can really gain awareness of issues, build 

relationships with one another, share resources, better 

understand data, as well as missing data, and develop 

strategies together. 

• So for this data walk, we've created a Tableau dashboard, 

and this is an interactive dashboard that allows you to walk 

through the data points.  

• And for this data walk, we have four sections which 

include our data walk goal as well as economic security, 

education, and health. So the first step in a data walk is to 

familiarize yourself with your data walk goal. 
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• So once we do that, we'll then walk through the other 

sections to review the data. So let's take a look at our data 

walk goal. And Katelyn, I'll pass this over to you. 

• Thanks, Cassie. 

3. Data Walk Goal 

• Our goal for this data walk is essentially what we want to 

see in the world the ultimate outcome of applying our 

findings to advocate for and realize strong policies. 

• Our specific goal for this data walk is Illinois children and 

their families have access to the economic, educational, and 

health resources they need to thrive. And today we will be 

looking at three data indicators that impact that goal in the 

areas of economic security, education, and health. 

• Now with our goal in mind, let's explore the data 

indicators.  

4. Economic Security 

• So the first area we'll walk through is economic security. 

We know that economic security plays a critical role 

• in a child's access to both opportunities and resources. 

Things like rent, food, and household income all shape a 

child's life. One good indicator for measuring children and 

families economic security is the child poverty rate. The 

child poverty rate is determined by a household's income 

and economic resources and reveals whether a child and 

their family can make basic needs. Cassie, could you share 

some more about these data? 
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• Sure thing. Yeah, so within our economic security section, 

we have our child poverty rates by racial ethnic identity. So 

this bar chart represents the child poverty rates in 2020, 

which for child poverty is defined as children under the age 

of 18, so ages 0 to 17, that are living in families with 

incomes below a hundred percent of the federal poverty 

threshold. So along the X axis, which is our horizontal axis, 

you'll see the child's racial ethnic identity, and along the Y 

axis, our vertical axis, is the percentage of children living in 

poverty. So these data are disaggregate by racial ethnic 

identity and they include the overall child poverty rate for 

comparison. So you know, Katelyn, I'd love to hear from 

you what stands out to you about these data and what's the 

importance of these data? 

• Yeah, thanks Cassie. So these data do a great job of 

underscoring the importance of disaggregating data by 

different categories of identity. So here, for example, we 

see these data disaggregated by racial ethnic identity. And 

if we hadn't done this disaggregation, we'd missed the very 

apparent disparities that exist across Illinois children's 

racial ethnic identities. Here, of course, especially Black 

and Hispanic or Latinx children. 

• Totally agree. You know, it is super concerning that black 

children are experiencing poverty rates that are two times 

higher than the average. You know, I'm wondering, is 

there, how we could address these inequities and lower the 
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child poverty rate? I know that's a big question, but any 

ideas? 

• Definitely a big question, Cassie, but happy to share some 

thoughts. So some practical guidance for addressing 

poverty can also be found in the effectiveness of pandemic 

policies. So for example, we saw that the child tax credit 

expansion and unemployment insurance were really 

beneficial for families and actually helped kept child 

poverty rates from skyrocketing during a period of 

economic downturn. So this provides tremendous evidence 

that increasing household income is a critical part of 

addressing child poverty. And the child tax credit is one 

really strong policy solution that can make a huge 

difference. With all that in mind, we also have to remember 

that these poverty numbers are symptomatic of deep and 

widespread systemic racism and biases that have 

manifested in formal policies as well as informal norms. So 

for example, thinking about individuals unconscious biases. 

And these norms, formal and informal, have resulted in 

inequitable resources and outcomes for children and 

families. So this all means that a really important and 

essential way to address this problem is to advocate for the 

creation and implementation of strong policies that 

explicitly center racial equity. That of course is critical 

work that needs to be undertaken with poverty as we see 

here, as well as all policy areas. 
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• Yeah, thanks Katelyn. I hear you and I agree. You know, 

we have opportunities as advocates, as community 

members, and parents to really push for policies that 

support increasing household income. So let's move to our 

next section, education. 

5. Education 

• Katelyn, do you mind introducing this section? 

• Sure thing, Cassie. So in this section, education,we focus 

on childcare. Now we know that childcare is a necessity for 

families in Illinois. And early childhood education has a 

huge impact on a child's development. So Cassie, could you 

tell us more about the data we see here? 

• Yes, definitely. So these pie charts represent the share of 

people living in childcare desert by racial ethnic identity for 

the state of Illinois. So childcare deserts indicate that there 

are so few options for childcare, either due to a lack of 

providers in a community or there's too many children and 

not enough childcare slots in a community. And so within 

the section, we can even actually take a closer look and 

explore racial ethnic inequities by clicking this button here. 

But before we view that, Katelyn, you know, I was 

wondering what your initial thoughts are on these data. 

• Yeah, so I find it really jarring that over half of Illinoisans 

live in childcare deserts across all racial ethnic identities. 

These data really make it very clear that childcare needs to 

be more accessible, especially in terms of geography across 

the state. And we need investments to make childcare both 
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affordable and accessible for all Illinois families. Another 

thing that jumps out to me, of course, is we can again see 

the value of disaggregated data. So we can clearly see here 

that while most Illinoisans are in childcare deserts, 

Hispanic Latinx families face these challenges even more 

acutely. 

• Definitely Katelyn, thanks for highlighting that. And you 

know, this is why we wanted to add this additional section. 

So here we can actually focus on how childcare deserts 

disproportionately impact Latinx families. So you know, 

now that we are aware of the disparities, are there programs 

or policies that could help strengthen our childcare system? 

• Definitely, Cassie. So some key pathways to reducing 

childcare deserts include building supply, expanding 

affordability, and supporting the workforce. Now, Illinois 

has already done some of this. For example, Illinois has 

provided grants to help providers stay open throughout the 

pandemic's economic challenges. But the reality is we need 

more. More needs to be done to distribute these grants 

equitably across licensed and licensed exempt providers. 

And providers need to be adequately paid. This will help 

ensure that existing providers can sustain their businesses. 

It will also help attract more of the workforce to work in 

and stay in this sector. Childcare is critical to supporting 

families and the Illinois economy more broadly, and 

workforce investments really need to reflect this 

importance. 
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• Yeah, definitely, Katelyn. You know, also if we increase 

providers, we also want to make sure that childcare 

becomes more affordable for families too. So I know I've 

heard of the childcare assistance program also known as 

CCAP, and it really helps cover the cost of childcare for 

eligible families. 

• Yeah, great to bring up Cassie. That's definitely true. 

CCAP is a critical program that helps Illinois families 

access and afford childcare. So definitely a good resource. 

And Cassie, how about we take a look at our final section? 

• Thanks, Katelyn. Yeah, let's look at the health section. 

6. Health  

• Yeah, so as Cassie just said, in this third section of the data 

walk, we focus on health. Now we know that disparities 

based on racial ethnic identity have been exacerbated by 

the pandemic. And we know that health equity is extremely 

important, especially in a global pandemic. So Cassie, 

could you tell us a little more about the data on the screen 

right now? 

• Yes, yeah. So this bar chart represents the child uninsured 

rates in 2020 by child racial ethnic identity. So along the X 

axis, which is our horizontal access, is the percentage of 

uninsured children. And along the Y axis, our vertical axis, 

is the child racial ethnic identity. So Katelyn, let's talk 

about the disparities in health insurance coverage and the 

effects that that has on healthcare access for children. You 

know, why are these data so important? 



 

 

 

 
YWCA Metropolitan Chicago 

Administrative Office 

1 N LaSalle St, Ste 1150 

Chicago, IL 60602 

T: 312-372-6600 

F: 312-346-2231 

www.ywcachicago.org 

www.yshop.org 

 

 

 

www.yshop.org YWCA Metropolitan Chicago ywcachicago ywcachicago 

• Yeah, definitely Cassie. I mean these data are very 

important, because we know health insurance coverage is 

important. Children are more likely to have a healthier 

childhood if they have insurance. It also has long term 

benefits, making it more likely that children will have 

preventative care that can preempt more serious long term 

health problems. Now it's important to note, you know, 

Illinois has a lower uninsured rate than the nation overall 

which is partly due to our state's All Kid's coverage which 

provides health insurance coverage for children under age 

19, and is inclusive of undocumented children. 

Nonetheless, as we see here, not all children are insured. 

And in fact, we see disparities within these disaggregated 

data with Latinx children in particular experiencing higher 

uninsured rates. 

• Yeah, Katelyn, that that is super concerning, especially, 

you know, we know that health insurance makes both 

physical and mental health care accessible and affordable. 

And especially in a global pandemic, a lack of health 

insurance coverage is very concerning. And you know, just 

to double down, you know, these disparities in health 

insurance coverage disproportionately are impacting Latinx 

children and their families. And that is a community that 

already experienced devastating loss during the pandemic. 

So I'm wondering how we could increase health insurance 

coverage in our state. Any thoughts? 
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• Yeah, thanks Cassie. I think one of the main things is just 

addressing barriers. So a key thing to keep in mind is to 

make sure that insurance benefits, like All Kids, are not 

only available but also accessible to and known by Illinois 

families. This means that outreach efforts and enrollment 

events need to be designed to specifically target and speak 

to Latinx and undocumented communities. It's especially 

important to publicize that all kids is available regardless of 

immigration status, especially given changes to the public 

charge rule. And another thing to keep in mind is that 

children are more likely to be covered if their parents are 

covered. So even though Illinois has expanded health 

insurance coverage for some undocumented immigrants, 

more could be done. Specifically expanding coverage to 

include undocumented immigrants ages 19 to 41, an age 

group that's excluded as of now, would be really impactful 

as some in this group might be parents. 

• Yeah, thanks Katelyn. I love these policy solutions. You 

know, I think these could really help us achieve health 

equity. You know, but now since we've walked through all 

our data, I'm really wondering how are all of these data 

connected to one another? And then also how are they 

connected to our goal? 

7. Data Walk Connection  

• Yeah, thanks Cassie. You're right. I mean, it's important to 

remember that these experiences all intersect. Systems of 

oppression that have resulted in the challenges and 
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inequities we've covered exist and persist across different 

areas of lived experience with things like physical health, 

mental health, financial security, education, and living 

situation. So this means that a child living in poverty could 

simultaneously live in a childcare desert, and also 

experience being un- or underinsured. These experiences 

are not mutually exclusive and more often than not actually 

coincide. So it's, you know, thinking about these data, we 

see that systems of oppression, especially systemic racism, 

manifest in different, multiple, and overlapping issues that 

children and families face. And this is really a key reason 

that real change will come not only through isolated policy 

solutions, but rather through transformative approaches to 

thinking about and addressing policy challenges. 

• Definitely. Yeah, so these data and policy areas sound like 

they don't operate in silos, but instead they are really 

intersectional. So if we're able to increase household 

income then parents would have more money to cover 

childcare among other basic needs, including healthcare 

costs, you know, costs that should be lower with health and 

insurance coverage. So I know that we've discussed some 

policies and programs that would help improve these data 

points, but in the meantime, what resources could support 

families now? 

• Thanks, Cassie. Yes, I mean there are definitely resources 

for families and children now. YWCA Metropolitan 

Chicago, of course, offers services and referrals related to 
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the three key areas we talked about today, working to help 

families thrive, promote healing and belonging, and 

advanced economic equity. So for example, our economic 

empowerment services can help parents and caregivers find 

jobs and access financial counseling, which can help them 

grow household income for families. And our family 

support services can help aid families in accessing 

childcare and enrolling in CCAP, as well as support 

families holistically with our Family Works and Strong 

Families programs. And through our early childhood and 

youth services, we have services and programs to support 

childcare providers and accessing resources they need to 

help their businesses thrive. And finally, on the health 

front, YWCA provides support for both physical and 

mental health with health education and navigation 

services, as well as access to mental healthcare through 

counseling and referrals. 

• This is great, Katelyn. You know, it really sounds like 

there's both opportunities to continue to advocate for 

programs and policies that reduce barriers and increase 

equity, but at the same time, there's also organizations 

working now, like ours, that are working really hard to 

meet the needs of our stakeholders and their communities. 

So I think this is actually a great place to wrap up and to 

share some additional resources from this data walk. 

8. Data Walk Resources  
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• Yeah, thanks Cassie. So you can find some additional 

resources including this data walk, Kids Count data, and 

recently released reports here in the dashboard. And at the 

bottom of this data walk, actually, you can visit 

YWCAchicago.org by clicking on the logo to learn more 

about YWCA and the services that I mentioned. 

• Yes. And you know, be sure to explore this data walk on 

your own. It's interactive, so it'll be available outside of this 

recording. And use the data center for all your data needs. 

And be sure to read and share our 2022 Illinois Kids Count 

policy brief. You know, these will all be linked next to this 

recording. And so with that, we really hope that these 

resources support you in your advocacy work. And we are 

here, as always, as a resource to you. So thank you all for 

tuning in. 

• Yeah, thank you Cassie. And thank you all for joining us 

today. 

 


