The Latino Experience:
Dynamics of working with child survivors of sexual abuse and their families
The workshop will begin by briefly reviewing the common symptoms and reactions to trauma seen in
children and caregivers; presenters will focus on child sexual abuse. The goal of this portion will be to
bring awareness to how culture influences symptomology. Throughout the workshop presenters will use
case examples to illustrate discussion points.
The next part of the workshop will familiarize participants on culture-specific competencies and Latino
cultural values. During this portion of the workshop presenters will also discuss the Secondary Victims,
which are the victim’s non-offending significant others that are impacted. Presenters will provide
information and engage participants in a discussion around stressors and challenges faced by Latino
families in the United States. Factors such as language, immigration status, discrimination, and
generational trauma will be explored, as it pertains to supporting Latino families.
Finally, presenters will assist participants in examining the level of cultural competency within their
agencies. Throughout the workshop, participants will obtain culturally specific tools to take back to their
agencies to better serve their clients. Presenters will discuss how cultural competency results from the
on-going commitment of an agency, organization, program or individual to maintain up-to-date knowledge
of the developing Latino community.
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